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“sxwén/wun’is a pictophonetic character, meaning “people-biting flying insects”. Its old
form in “Xido-Zhuan /Sido-Jhuan ” was “Eweén/wun”. The lower part of the character
is composed of two “ % hui/huéi”, symbolizing lots of mosquitoes, and the upper part *

E.ming” means numerous quantity and easy reproduction. The modern character®#t
wén/wun”could be a simplified form of " & ;| .
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224 insects; bugs; worms
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“#&chong’is an associative compound character. It is composed of three “ s hui/huéi”. “&
chéng” is formed with three “ & hiii/huéi”, and the number three means many in Chinese.
Its original meaning was a general term for reptiles, birds, fish, and crustaceans. Now it
mainly refers to insects.
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mosquito-a suffix=mosquito

wén zi
wan  zih
,.JziH yﬂu mosquito-insect=mosquitoes and other insects
wen chéng
wun
L %&}C mosquito-incense=an incense that repels
wén xiang mMmosquitoes; mosquito coil incense
wun siang
B Z d:&ﬁ; mosquito-tent=a mosquito net
wén zhang
wun jhang
PR G ¢ catch-mosquito-light=mosquito zapper;
bti wén déng light trap
wun deng

(formal) insects

£UE g hairhair-worm=caterpillar

mao mao chéng

'fiﬁ B ﬁ‘a}_ lazy-worm=a person who is lazy

lan choéng

TXY & Ex ,?‘fis;] to kill-insect-a pharmaceutical

sha chong ji preparation=insecticide; pesticide

sha

PRE RLE ﬂaﬂ to follow-bottom-worm=a person who

gén pi chéng always follows behind somebody; a lackey
gen

to carve-worm-small-skill
= insignificant skill

REZ g oo B
diao chéng xiao ji
diao sidao
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