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As the Lunar New Year approached, the Hakka village was busy with activities. Everybody had
their chores to do, but the mood was festive. The parents were busy cleaning up their house. The
grandparents were busy teaching the grandchildren how to bake rice cakes. And of course, the kids

are busy showing off their new clothes to each other. Everyone was happy, everyone but the Earth
God that is.
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“Alas! What a coincidence! What a dilemma! This is impossible to solve!” sighed the Earth God.
The Earth God is famous for fulfilling people’s wishes, much like Santa Claus does in the West. He

touched his long, white beard and paced to and fro in the temple. When the wife of
Earth God came home and saw how vexed Earth God looked, she said, “Stop
sighing! Your furrowed face is crammed with wrinkles.” Earth God sighed

again when he looked at his wife, “ I am just worried about our people.”
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Then his wife asked, “What’s wrong? Tell me. Maybe I can help you.”So Earth God told her why
he is worrying. “Four worshippers came to our temple today and asked me to help them. The first
is a farmer who wishes for heavy rain to moisten the soil because he has just planted the rice crop.
The second is a fisherman who caught a lot of small fishes. He wishes for a blazing sun in the next

few days to make dried fish. The third and fourth requests come from two sailors who wish for a

strong tailwind to speed their journeys, except one of them wants to sail north and the other wants
to sail south. There are four contradictory wishes. HO\. I fulfill these wishes while being fair to
all of them?”
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After listening to all this, his wife pondered a while, and smiled at him. She said, “I’ve got it! We

can have rain at night and sun during the day. We can make the wind blow south in the morning

and blow north in the afternoon. Your problems are not difficult at all!” In other words, have it rain
at night so that the soil will have enough water to grow rice. Have a blazing sun during the day so
that you can make good dried fish. Have the wind blow south in the morning and blows north in the

afternoon so that each sailor can get to where he wants to go.
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Not only is this arrangement fair, but it also makes everyone happy. When Earth God heard this

solution, he narrowed his eyes into a smile and shouted, “That’s great! My dilemmas are solved.
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smooth sailing for sure!




